University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present

Associated Students of the University of Montana
(ASUM)

2-22-2007

Montana Kaimin, February 22, 2007
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, February 22, 2007" (2007). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 4983.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/4983

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

UM’S INDEPENDENT CAMPUS NEWSPAPER SINCE 1898

GLIMPSES
OF GHANA

The 19th hole

page 5

page 7

MONTANA KAIMIN
www.montanakaimin.com

House dismantles Schweitzer’s tuition plan
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JAMES L ABER
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The beginning of the Montana
Legislative session looked bright
for college students wanting
tuition relief. However, a deadlocked vote and dismantled budget proposal later, two bills aimed
at tuition relief are in limbo.
Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s state
budget, House Bill 2, called for a

Sports

two-year tuition freeze for resident students attending Montana’s
state-assisted colleges. This
would be the first time tuition didn’t rise since 1991. To that end,
Schweitzer proposed adding $50
million to the Montana University
System’s budget.
The governor said that the
Montana Legislature cannot itself
lower tuition; ultimately that deci-
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sion is made by the state Board of
Regents. He added that he has
spoken with them, but he has a
“handshake agreement” that if the
budget is passed, tuition will
freeze for the next two years.
Last week, the Republican leadership in the House announced a
surprise plan to split the state
budget. By a 50-49 vote, the GOP
killed the comprehensive state

Talk to Me

budget and has begun crafting a
half-dozen bills in its place.
Republicans said the change will
make the budget easier for people
to understand.
Rep. Ron Erickson, Democrat
representative for the University
district of Missoula, disagrees.
“The tabling of HB 2 was not
only unprecedented but terribly

See TUITION, Page 8
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ASUM raises
Curry fees
ASHLEY ZUELKE
MONTANA KAIMIN

The ASUM senate unanimously
approved Curry Health Center
Fee increases for the next two
years at its Wednesday meeting.
The health fee will increase
$10.25 and $9 per semester in
2008 and 2009, respectively.
“I whole-heartedly endorse this
resolution even though it’s painful
to swallow,” ASUM President
Andrea Helling said.
In other senate business,
ASUM took immediate measures
to solve a pending budget crisis
during the next fiscal year. Staff
salary increases as well as rising
health insurance and benefits
costs caused a drop in the funds
available for allocation to student
groups. ASUM currently has
$750,000 to allocate to 63 groups.
ASUM set a lean budget for
next year by cutting $25,000 out
of UM Productions’ budget and
$7,000
from
ASUM
Administration. Even with the
budget cuts, ASUM expects a
$20,000 deficit.
The senate is considering
reducing the approved $1 per
hour ASUM personnel wage
increase to a 50-cent increase.
This will give the ASUM general
fund back $17,000.
ASUM also chose to send Neal
DuBois, a second-year law student and the Native American
Law Student Association president, to the Montana Associated
Students as UM’s candidate for
the Montana Board of Regents
student position.

UM con si ders speech pro gram

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

Speech/Language Pathologist Lucy Hart Paulson, left, gives speech therapy to her client, Owen Bauch, with the auditory bombardment tool as they use the mirror to read lips Wednesday at the
Curry Health Center. UM plans to revive its speech pathology program in 2008.

Shortage of speech pathologists in Montana spurs possibility of bachelor’s, master’s degrees
JESSICA MAYRER
MONTANA KAIMIN

The University of Montana
hopes to start bachelor’s degree
and master’s degree programs in
speech pathology next spring, UM
President George Dennison said
Wednesday.
The new degree options will
hinge on approval by the Board of
Regents and funding by the
Montana Legislature, Dennison
said.
UM offered a master’s degree in
speech pathology until 1988,
when the program was eliminated

because of “fiscal trouble,” said
Roberta Evans, dean of the School
of Education.
The science of speech pathology focuses on correcting a range
of problems that inhibit communication.
A current shortage of speech
pathologists across the state is
prompting UM to start up the program again, Evans said.
Because Montana is producing
no new speech pathologists, people with difficulty speaking can be
hard-pressed to find treatment, she
said.

“Children with speech disorders
are being taught by teachers’
aides,” Evans said.
But if kids with speech problems are identified and treated
early, she said, communication
challenges can often be remedied
by the time they reach adolescence.
“There is a huge dearth of qualified people,” Evans said.
Because of this, speech pathologists who earned their degree from
UM before 1988 are “quite literally staving off their own retirement,” she said.

Speech and language pathologists alleviate a range of communication barriers, said Lucy Hart
Paulson, a Curry Health Center
speech and language pathologist.
Whether someone has a stutter
or is completely deaf, speech
pathologists ease the challenges of
navigating day-to-day life, Hart
Paulson said. Reading lips, using
sign language and improving
motor skills are all useful to
improving communication, she
said.
As it is today, there are “nearly

See PATHOLOGY, Page 8
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U.S. intervention in Darfur
would cause more problems

remain involved and secure a
piece of this pie? Ending the crisis
in Darfur would be just the scoop
of alamode this (military) intervention needs to taste good to the
war-weary Americans … Send in
the Marines!
Let’s tell the story from the
beginning: U.S. diplomats left
Sudan in ‘97, about a year later we
branded Sudan a state sponsor of
terrorism (although Sudanese
intelligence had been collecting
and willing to share information
on al-Qaida. Drudge Report Nov.
30, 2001) and bombed their
aspirin factory in response to U.S.
African
Embassy
attacks.
Meanwhile, the U.S. government

covertly trains resistance groups
like the Sudanese Liberation
Army who, in their attempts to
overthrow the Khartoum government, spark the Darfur conflict.
Despite impassioned calls to
action by activists, the U.S. government pays little attention until
China starts locking up the petroleum deals. Suddenly, Condi Rice
is “watching the situation closely”
and folks like Baynham are trumpeting “international involvement.” I’m sorry to sound callous
and cynical, but resolving the crisis in Darfur sounds like a great
way to get the peaceniks on board
with the sinister Machiavellian
machinations of Big Oil and the
Industrial/Military Complex plutocracy. If America’s duty as a
superpower is to continue its
involvement in such realpolitik,
then this Jim College is going to
have to find his own brand of
besotted isolationism. In Vino
Veritas.
– Solomon Martin,
junior, anthropology

demonstrated just how low they
are willing to go to “entertain” an
audience. “Sex Toys ‘R’ Us”
shames the editors of the Kaimin,
whose job should be to maintain a
high level of professionalism and
to keep a high level of credibility
for the newspaper. A story about a
sex toy party does not belong on
the main spread. Articles like that
belong in a different field of jour-

nalism. Please pay attention to the
kinds of articles you publish – not
everyone shares the same lack of
morals that you demonstrated
with the Feb. 14 paper. One bad
article in a newspaper is like one
piece of dog crap in a batch of
brownies – it ruins the entire
thing.
– Luke Juras,
freshman, music performance

social justice through trade, continuing the work of Max Baucus,
paying tribute to the legacy of
Mike Mansfield and following in
the shadow of Jeannette Rankin.
Students for Economic and Social
Justice have appreciated working
with Dennison and Foley on this
pressing humanitarian issue.
More recently, the administration agreed to meet with representatives from the Collegiate
Licensing Company and the
Worker’s Rights Consortium,

making a firm commitment to
finding a solution. As the
University moves closer to affiliating with an international labor
rights lobby, I want to recognize
the dedication and work demonstrated by everyone involved.
Together, we are bringing the
University of Montana to the forefront of a more just global economy.
– Sean Morrison,
Students for Economic and
Social Justice

E d i to r i a l
South campus expansion means UM
can be beautiful again
For those of you who have been to class in the past, oh, six months,
you’ve probably meandered around a chain-linked fence or two,
almost succumbing to the mud and muck surrounding the various
construction projects on campus. And for those of you who came to
the University of Montana before the construction free-for-all began,
you know that campus used to have a sort of pristine beauty, with its
luscious lawns and tree-lined sidewalks, the horizon unfettered by
the sight of construction cranes.
Nowadays, you can hardly walk to a lecture in Urey Hall without
the risk of drowning in the giant puddle between the Math Building
construction and the Davidson Honors College (though that handydandy plywood bridge they put down has certainly alleviated the precarious situation). And it takes several attempts, most likely using the
guess-and-check method, to find the correct route through the maze
created by the new journalism building construction.
With this constant state of pandemonium plaguing campus, and
future construction plans in the works, will anyone ever again experience the scenic glory that once graced UM’s campus?
The answer is “yes,” since UM has decided to expand onto the
south campus, which currently houses the UM Golf Course and
Dornblaser Field, rather than continue to cram more buildings onto
the main campus. Expanding onto the south campus will re-create the
aesthetically pleasing environment that the main campus once was,
an aspect of the college that determined many people’s decisions to
attend UM.
And along with improving students’ surroundings, south campus
expansion will improve their education as well. With UM’s increasing enrollment and obvious shortage of housing facilities, experienced by dozens of homeless freshmen during last fall’s dorm-room
shortage, construction of additional student housing will be crucial in
the next few years.
While having a University-owned golf course sure is nice, it’s not
a critical aspect of receiving an education at UM. When anxious
freshmen experiencing college for the first time don’t even have a
space to call their own during the first weeks of class, it can detract
from their purpose in coming to UM – to learn.
Yes, some people in Missoula do enjoy using UM’s golf course,
and their voices shouldn’t go unheard. But that minority doesn’t
include the people who matter most to the University – its students.
Providing recreational opportunities is not the main priority of the
University; putting the needs of its students first is.
– Allison Squires,
news editor

The Kaimin accepts letters to the editor and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and columns should be
about 700 words. Please include contact phone number

Response to The Picture
Beyond the Frame, Kaimin, Feb.
7.
Moral arguments don’t win
wars. They aren’t good reasons to
go to them either. Baynham advocates that “America should seek to
extend its international influence
all the same, and stand up to
tyranny on the global stage;” suggesting that Bush (or the Dems)
intervene in Sudan over the Darfur
conflict. By his own admission,
similar policies past and present
have been “sticky” and “messier
than … (we) … would like, but it
will be worth it.” Worth what?
How will our intervention in
Sudan (potentially making a bad
situation worse a la Iraq) alleviate
the human crisis in Darfur?
Baynham points out there are
other, less altruistic motives for an
intervention. He deftly raises the
specter of China securing exports
of Sudan’s vast oil reserves.
Should not America continue to

Article shows the Kaimin’s
lack of morals, standards
The Montana Kaimin is a joke.
As a newspaper, its main job
should be to cover articles that
matter to a general audience.
Instead, it seems that the Kaimin
loves to do nothing more than
prove its low level of standards of
decency. The main story on
Valentine’s Day very efficiently

UM making progress in
promoting social justice
Over the last several months,
UM President Dennison and Vice
President Jim Foley have taken
time to address the role of sweatshops in the production of Griz
apparel. This effort has been a
model of collaboration and productive dialogue. With their
encouragement and commitment,
the
administration
joins
Montana’s history of promoting
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Letters
to the editor

when submitting letters and guest columns. Please e-mail both
to letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or drop them off
in Journalism 107.

Administration exploiting funding shortages. Students er, disagree with his solution: raisgrad students with changes should be encouraged and sup- ing the amount that students have

Montana Kaimin
If hate letters won Pulitzers,
we’d be the greatest paper ever.

M ONTANA K AIMIN

The Montana Kaimin, in its 109th year, is
published by the students of The
University of Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the Montana
Kaimin for practice courses but assumes
no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
letters@kaimin.umt.edu or drop them off
in Journalism 107

E DITOR

As a cash-strapped and debtridden graduate student, I was
stunned by the University of
Montana’s decision to raise the
minimum credits for graduate students from one to three, but I was
more shocked by the opening sentence of the Kaimin’s Feb. 8 article: “In an effort to encourage students to graduate on time … ” Let
there be no ambiguity: This policy
change has a singular objective –
to increase University revenue.
It frightens and saddens me that
the administration would exploit
one of its greatest resources –
graduate students – to make up for
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ported in their efforts to further
their educations and collaborations with faculty, but instead we
are looked at as “drawing on the
University” and getting a “giveaway.” Since most graduate programs have an internship or extensive research requirement, the
three-credit minimum will be a
devastating financial burden that
will likely have no positive effect
on graduation rates.
As Dean Strobel stated,
“because tuition isn’t getting any
cheaper, each semester spent in
school just racks up the tuition.” I
couldn’t agree more. I do, howev-
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to pay each semester, while
engaged in research or an internship, instead of pushing and lobbying for lower tuition
A suggestion for the administration when dealing with future
funding shortfalls: Turn to the
Montana Legislature, which controls millions of dollars in state
funds, rather than graduate students who are already dealing
with thousands of dollars of federal debt.
– Lukin T. Murphy,
graduate student
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TIM KUPSICK
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3-credit requirement will
only hurt graduate students
You’ll have to excuse me if I
seem a little skeptical. George
Dennison and David Strobel’s
plan to “help” graduate students
finish on time by requiring a minimum of three credits per semester
seems like a thinly disguised
attempt to squeeze more money
out of the student body. Oh, wait,
that’s because it is.
So, Mr. Strobel, your plan is to
save students money by making
them pay more? Thanks, but no
thanks. With help like that, I hope
I never meet you when I’m in a
life-or-death situation: “He’s
drowning! Quick, drop the anchor
so he’ll realize how deep it is!”
The main problem with your
plan, Dave, is you seem to be
assuming we have no idea how

Help KBGA by donating
during its Radiothon
College Radio 89.9 FM KBGA
is
celebrating
its
annual
Radiothon pledge drive this week,
Feb. 18-24. As I was sharing this
information with a University of
Montana staff member Tuesday,
she gave me a sympathetic look
and said, “Oh, well, I gave to that
last week.” I can understand the
confusion, as KUFM’s pledge
drive had to be moved up right
against ours for several reasons.
While we congratulate KUFM on
the success of its pledge drive, we
would like to ask the radio supporters of Missoula to extend their
generosity and consider a donation to KBGA radio. We are also a
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Letters
to the editor
continued
much school is costing us, but by
adding two additional credits, it
will somehow snap us out of our
daze. I can tell you the difference
between the Laurentide and
Cordilleran ice sheets, but, evidently, I can’t figure out that taking one credit will indeed cost
more money than taking none.
Mr. Strobel has also mentioned
that the money generated from
these one-credit (soon to be threecredit) students will enable
departments to have more teachvery worthy cause. KBGA
College Radio is a nonprofit, student-run radio station that relies
heavily on fundraisers like
Radiothon to preserve, maintain
and update our operations.
KBGA has been a valued member of the Missoula community
since 1996. The station prides
itself on its diverse format and
exposing Missoula to the best in
new and underground music
through broadcasts, live concerts
and events. KBGA also works
closely with the School of
Journalism to produce award-winning newscasts and special series
like the Footbridge Forum. It has
provided my classmates and me
with valuable experiences that we
are lucky to have. I couldn’t imag-

ers’ assistants. That’s great, but for
some reason the phrase “robbing
Peter to pay Paul” is flashing
through my head. Meanwhile, as
far as I know, there is no way to
earmark certain students’ tuition
payments for a certain use. Thus,
it is just as likely that money from
those extra credits will pay for
new football uniforms as it is that
they will provide more TAs.
Mr. Strobel, don’t insult our
intelligence by saying this plan is
going to help us. You say you are
on the students’ side, but your support of the increased credits
requirement tells us otherwise.
Please, keep your anchor in the
boat; I’ll take my chances swimming.
– Marty Byrne,
graduate student, geography

ine going through the journalism
program without a place like
KBGA to apply what I’ve learned
in the classroom. KBGA has had a
positive impact on the community
of Missoula and is an essential
part of the culture of our city. We
were voted “Best Radio Station”
in the Missoula Independent’s
Best of Missoula competition six
times. Even if you’re not a habitual listener, please consider a small
donation to a station that is so
important to so many in this community and on this campus.
Pledging is quick and easy: just
call 243-KBGA!
– K’Lynn Sloan,
senior, broadcast journalism

Corrections
In the Feb. 21 story about the South Campus Planning Committee
meeting, the Kaimin inaccurately reported that there would be no new
parking lots built on the south campus. The main campus master plan
recommends that no open space on the main University of Montana
campus be used for additional parking. No decision has been made
about parking on the south campus.
In the Feb. 21 story about the sentencing of James “Joby” Kelly,
Kelly’s attorney was misidentified as Stephen F. Bailey. The attorney’s name is Michael F. Bailey.
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The Omelet Guy

MIKE GERRITY
MONTANA KAIMIN

Students can get an omelet just
about anywhere, but they can only get
it with a free Baldini at the Food Zoo.
University of Montana director
of Dining Services Mark LoParco,
who is also known by his alter
ego, “The World Famous Omelet
Guy,” not only serves eggs and
cheese at his biweekly themed
omelet bars, but a sense of humor
as well.
“The main goal for the omelet
bar is to try to see if I can’t put a
smile on a student’s face from
about 50 feet,” LoParco said. “It’s
to brighten their day. Add a little
something they didn’t expect.”
Having been in the food service
business for 38 years, LoParco’s career
has taken him from upstate New York
to the Navy, and eventually to UM
when he accepted his administrative
position in July 1992.
In the last 10 years, LoParco
has been a major promoter of the
interactive food bars featured in
the Food Zoo. Never allowing
himself to underdress for the
occasion, he has clad himself in
fishnet stockings and a bustier for
“The Rocky Horror Omelet
Show,” and makes a stir in his allblack outfit with sunglasses as a
member of the Great Baldini
Brothers.
The costumes he dons for such
themes eventually end up strung
on an overburdened coat rack in
the corner of his office.
“I got all kinds of props here
that I’ve been amassing over the

Montana
Kaimin

Nerds at work.

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

UM Dining Services director, Mark “The World Famous Omelet Guy” LoParco, hosts the Omelet Bar every other Wednesday at the Food Zoo. Culinary Arts
has always been LoParco’s educational focus since high school and throughout his Navy career.

years,” LoParco said.
Assistant director of Dining
Services and fellow Baldini Brother
Tom Welch said he shares the same
passion for bringing omelets and a
fun atmosphere to students.
“We’re just brothers from
another mother,” Welch said.
UM freshman Drew Trafton
looks forward to the food bars on
a regular basis.
“It’s my reason for living on
Wednesday,” Trafton said.

Five Questions
If Omelet Guy was a superhero, who would be his arch-nemesis?
- Luigi the Egg-Sucking Dog. He is the ultimate symbol of fear.
What are Omelet Guy’s superpowers?
- The power to deliver students to Omelet Nirvana, a place where
only the brave care to visit.
How can Omelet Guy be defeated?
- By a killer smile.
Does Omelet Guy have a sidekick?
-I have my brother from another mother (Tom Welch).
How would Omelet Guy save the world from an oncoming asteroid?
- With a barrage of eggs.

International
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Despite hard times, Ghanaians celebrate 50 years
SHANE MCMILLAN
MONTANA KAIMIN

Workers prepare and paint the
last grandstand in Accra’s
Independence Square on Friday.
With Ghana’s 50-year anniversary March 6, the government is
putting the final touches on public venues in anticipation of the
celebration. Along with the new
coat of paint, the square has also
gotten a good cleaning, while the
monument seen behind the
workers was power washed and
its chipped cement patched up
and painted over.
The government has also
called on Ghanaians to help
clean up their country. A few
weeks ago, the president asked
the people to paint their homes
and also instituted several
nationwide cleaning days.
The problem with these measures is that not everyone can or
does participate. In a country
with a per-capita income just shy
of $300 a year, many Ghanaians
can’t afford a bucket of paint or a
day of unpaid labor.
Though cleanups were effective
in some neighborhoods, they were
largely ignored and there wasn’t
much done to enforce them.
Some see mobilizing the country to pick up the piles of plastic
bags and clean the gutters as putting on a pretty face for visitors,

only to let it fall
apart when they
leave.
Parliament
has
approved $20 million for the celebration and its preparation. Private donors
have also dropped
more than $2 million
into the bucket and
have pledged twice
that.
All this money,
however, has raised
eyebrows. Most of the
money being spent is
targeted at a few firms
that are fixing up
areas that would be
used for the celebration and would be
popular with tourists.
Some say the money
would be better spent
on development projects, rather than wasted on celebrating a
country that can’t
keep the power on
seven days in a row.
Though many Ghanaians are
excited about the anniversary,
they have a lot on their minds.
Some point to the preparations as
a gilding of Ghana’s actual situa-

Photo by Shane McMillan

tion. Under the shiny paint on
some of the buildings, 50 years
of independence has not been as
successful as hoped.
With people flying in over the

next few weeks from all over the
world, Ghana is putting on its
best face. Foreigners and
Ghanaian expatriates will pour in
and have a chance to see for

themselves what independence
has done for the nation, good and
bad.

Montana Kaimin

Absolutely brilliant, and that’s no libel.
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Griz, NAU battle for second-place seed in Big Sky Tournament
PETE DELMOE
MONTANA KAIMIN

Kevin Hoffman/ Montana Kaimin

Junior guard Matt Martin runs through drills Wednesday in Dahlberg Arena. The Griz will be playing
the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks Thursday night at 7:05.

The University of Montana
men’s basketball team will host
Northern Arizona University on
Thursday night in what is quickly
becoming a rivalry game.
“I think it’s somewhat of a
healthy rivalry,” said NAU head
coach Mike Adras. “I think the
competitive juices are there every
time that we play each other.
There’s no question about that.”
NAU won the Big Sky
Conference’s regular-season title
in 2006, but the Griz beat the
Lumberjacks on NAU’s home
court to advance to the NCAA
Tournament for the second
straight season.
“I know they were real bitter
last year when we beat them in the
Big Sky Tournament on their
home court,” said UM junior center Andrew Strait. “We’ve been on
top of the league the last two years
and we’ve advanced to the NCAA
Tournament, so we kind of have a
target on our backs.”
All this recent history has led to
some tension between the two
teams, but in the eyes of UM senior forward Stuart Mayes, it takes
two teams to make a rival and
right now the Lumberjacks aren’t
holding up their end of the bargain.

“No, we don’t see them as our
rival,” Mayes said. “They might
see us as their rival, but we don’t
see them as rival at all.”
The Griz (14-13 overall; 8-5
BSC) beat NAU 74-71 in
Flagstaff, Ariz., on Jan. 25 for
their third straight victory over the
Lumberjacks. In the win, the Griz
held the nation’s top 3-point
shooting team to 2-of-8 from
beyond the arc, which was the
only time this season that NAU
shot less than 11 3-pointers all
season.
UM head coach Wayne Tinkle
said the key to stopping the
Lumberjacks (14-11 overall; 8-5
BSC) from 3-point land is putting
pressure on the shooters and staying in their faces.
“Our big thing is mismatches
won’t beat us, so I don’t care if a
center switches out on a 3-point
shooter – you guard him,” he said.
“Open shots will beat you, not
mismatches, and our guys really
bought into that.”
Mayes said the Griz would
rather have Northern Arizona not
shoot from deep at all and would
prefer that the Lumberjacks drive
to the basket.
“We know that their shooters
really can’t dribble,” Mayes said.
“We make sure their shooters put
the ball on the ground and make a

www.montanakaimin.com

play, which is not their strong
point.”
With only three games left in
the regular season and both teams
in a three-way tie with Idaho State
for second place – and with the
second-place team receiving a bye
in the conference tournament –
Thursday night’s game could
greatly affect the conference
seeds.
“I think it’s huge,” said UM
senior guard Bryan Ellis, who
leads Montana in assists with 99.
“It’s definitely better. You will be
fresher if you play two games
instead of three. We really want
the second-place seed for sure.”
Tinkle said Montana’s recent
postseason history has shown that
seeding can be overrated and that
the team’s play is more important
than anything. The Griz have won
the conference tournament the
past two years as, respectively, the
third and second seeds.
“We’d love to finish as high as
we can, but I’ve been part of
teams that have won the championship from the five seed, the
three seed and from the two seed,”
Tinkle said. “So you can argue
both sides.”
Montana and NAU will tipoff at
7 p.m. at Dahlberg Arena.
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Comments capture reality of NBA life

Thursday, February 22, 2007

Clarification Note: After last
week’s column regarding nicknames, the Montana Kaimin was
informed that Matt Dlouhy’s
“Doc” nickname originates from
his initials, not from comparisons
to NBA Hall-of-Famer Julius
Erving as was previously
assumed. The Kaimin somewhat
regrets the error.
Colorful Note: Realistically,
isn’t every Montana home game
technically a “white-out?”

Honestly, if it wasn’t for professional sports, advocates of all
shapes and sizes might just be
unemployed.
Fresh off the so-called controversy caused by the Snickers and
GM Robot commercials that aired
during the Super Bowl, advocates,
this time of the gay-rights nature,
have had plenty to bark about in
the past week due to comments
made by former NBA All-Star
Tim Hardaway.
Hardaway made some controversial remarks in response to a
recently released book by former
NBA center John Amaechi, who
apparently became comfortable
enough with his homosexuality in
time to sign a book deal. In the
book, entitled “Man in the
Middle,” Amaechi becomes the
first acknowledged homosexual to
play professional basketball, and
he details his six years as a gay
man in the NBA. Among the highlights, or more appropriately, lowlights, of Hardaway’s recent
ascension back into the national

spotlight were statements that he
was a homophobe, that he hated
gays and that he would go out of
his way to make sure he never had
a gay teammate.
Since
his
now-infamous
remarks, Hardaway has been
relieved of his duties as a goodwill
ambassador with the NBA and has
embarked on a whirlwind apology
tour, although he has yet to fully
rescind his feelings about the subject of homosexuality. But while
sports columnists across the country have been ripping Hardaway,
all I can say is “bravo.”
I’m not applauding because I
agree with the context of what
Hardaway had to say (I don’t), but
I am acknowledging him for saying what was on his mind and
exercising the same First
Amendment rights that everyone,
gay or straight, uses every time
they open their mouths.
Following Amaechi’s proclamation, current NBA ballas were
bombarded with questions about
how they would handle a gay
teammate, and these players fired
back with enough politically correct answers that if we had valued

each comment with a penny, we’d
have enough to feed a bunch of
starving kids in Ethiopia. (Hey,
Ethiopian kids deserve some love
from the 19th hole too.) The players who didn’t get their answers
out of the universal PC catalog,
like the Cavaliers’ LeBron James
and Shavlik Randolph of the
Philadelphia 76ers, were widely
criticized, sending the message
that you’re either with the homosexual cause or you’re a homophobic asshole.
It can safely be assumed that
most of those dealing out the criticisms to Hardaway, LeBron and
Randolph have never stepped into
an NBA locker room, which is a
different world from the one that
most of us know. If there is one
thing that can be said about the
NBA, it is that sex sells and often
sexual exploits overshadow oncourt achievements.
For example, NBA great Wilt
Chamberlain is better known in
pop culture for what he did off the
court (supposedly more than
20,000 women) than what he did
on it (31,419 career points).
Looking at the opposite end of the
spectrum, former NBA forward
A.C. Green is less known for the
fact that he holds the record for
most consecutive games played
than he is for allegedly playing out
his 17-year career as a virgin.
With such stigmas in mind, in
addition to the fact that NBAers
shower, dress, sleep, travel and
spend a lot of time together, it
really should be no surprise that

homophobia exists in NBA locker
rooms. And I’m sure the potential
for journalists writing for homosexual publications and flamboyant entourages trotting through the
locker room even adds to this phobia. Sure it’s one thing to say the
right thing to the camera, but to
actually put those sayings into
practice may be a whole new
arena for these athletes.
There is a reason that there
aren’t any openly gay male athletes who currently play in the
four major sports, and, in fact, I
would guess that Hardaway’s
comments mirror the individual
opinions of many of his colleagues. Amaechi admitted as
much in an excerpt from his book
that was recently published in
ESPN the Magazine when he said,
“Homosexuality is an obsession
among ballplayers, trailing only
wealth and women. The guys I
played with just didn’t like ‘fags’
— or so they insisted over and
over again.”
If anything, Hardaway’s comments have added an appropriate
context to the debate of homosexuality in professional sports. With
too many athletes afraid to speak
their minds because of potential
wrath of the PC Police, there is a
false light being spread on this
discussion. At least with
Hardaway’s comments, we can
relatively measure the strides that
need to be taken before sexual
preference is no longer an issue in
professional sports.
A broader debate that has been

brought up by Hardaway’s actions
is what should be expected of athletes by the general public.
Exactly who the hell is Tim
Hardaway? Hardaway is a
washed-up NBA balla who made
his living with a killer cross-over
and a mediocre jump shot. He’s
not a politician and he’s certainly
not a civil rights activist. The only
real cultural statement Tim
Hardaway ever made was how
sick of a team the Golden State
Warriors were on the original
NBA Jam when he teamed up with
Chris Mullin.
But for some reason, we keep
expecting our weekend warriors to
make these significant social
statements even though they are as
educated on subjects like the Iraq
War as any random drunk down at
Stocks. The NBA athletes are
about as qualified to make a significant social stand on homosexuality as Hillary Clinton is wellequipped to run a fast break.
So, let’s take Hardaway’s words
for what they are: a possibly accurate portrayal of how a lot of NBA
players feel about the subject.
Instead of addressing that angry
letter to ESPN, why not take some
time to write your congressman.
Because, honestly, there are more
pressing issues facing the homosexual community than the treatment of closeted homosexuals in
the lucrative business that is professional athletics.

might end up playing them again
in the tournament.”
The Lady Griz beat the
Lumberjacks 78-64 on Jan. 25 in
Missoula. One thing was missing,
though. NAU’s top scorer, Alyssa
Wahl, was serving a three-game
suspension for disciplinary reasons.
Now back on the team, Wahl, a
senior, has returned to being her
dominant self, scoring a careerhigh 31 points in an 86-49 win
over Northern Colorado last week.
On the season, Wahl is averaging
16.3 points and 5.4 rebounds per
game.
“If I was NAU, I’d want to have
Wahl on the floor because she’s a
very good player,” UM head
coach Robin Selvig said. “She’s a
senior leader, so they’re a better

team with her than without her.”
Not to be overlooked in Wahl’s
wake are seniors Kim Winkfield
and Megan Porter.
Winkfield, a guard, shoots .363
percent from behind the arc and
averages 12.7 points per game
while Porter, a forward, averages
10.1 points and 5.2 rebounds.
The Lumberjacks also have the
Big Sky’s top defense. NAU’s
defense, which is holding opponents to 61.3 points a game,
should be tested against a
Montana offense averaging a conference-high 79.3 points a game.
“We tend to be more of a
defense-oriented team,” NAU
head coach Laurie Kelly said.
“We’re not just about one player,
we try to defend as a team. You
look at a player like (UM sopho-

more guard Mandy) Morales who
is a trigger, and if you let her get
hot I think it makes it more difficult to defend them.”
NAU needs a win to keep their
hopes alive of finishing the regular season in second place and
therefore earning a first-round bye
in the conference tournament. The
Lumberjacks are currently in third
place, a game behind Weber State.
“If we win the remaining games
in our season, then we get that second place and a better chance in
the tournament,” Kelly said.
Montana is led by its backcourt
of sophomores Morales and Sonya
Rogers, who are averaging 20.3
and 11.9 points per game, respectively. UM has five players who
are averaging at least eight points
a game.

With the end of the regular season only three games away for
Montana, the Lady Griz aren’t
about to put their game into cruise
control just yet.
“They’re all big games and
we’re just trying to focus on them
one at a time, and when we get the
job done and actually have (the
Big Sky Conference here), then
we’ll relax for a few minutes,”
Selvig said.
Montana and Northern Arizona
will square off at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday at the Lawrence Walkup
Skydome in Flagstaff, Ariz. The
game can be heard on KLCY 930
AM.

The 19th hole
by Danny Davis

Lady Griz win would clinch spot as tourney host
SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN

One more win and the Griz can
finally rest at home.
With a win this weekend against
either Northern Arizona or
Northern Colorado, the University
of Montana women’s basketball
team will clinch the right to host
the
Big
Sky
Conference
Tournament during the second
week of March.
“Just to host conference we
have to win one of the next three
games, but this game is really
important to us because they’re a
top team in the conference,” UM
senior center Sara Gale said of
Thursday’s game against NAU.
“We want to play well against
them and continue being successful and having fun because we

Kaimin Sports
Now even sportier!
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TUITION
Continued from Page 1
confusing,” he said. “No one has
any idea about what will happen
to tuition or any other part of the
budget. My guess is that none of
the budget questions will be made
clear until very late in the session.”
For now it is unclear where the
tuition relief proposal will end up.
Sen. Bob Hawks, D-Bozeman,
vice chair of the Education
Appropriations Committee, said
that they are “just beginning to
evaluate the damage to the education budget from the House side.”
“We recognize that tuition has
reached a ceiling level relative to
the students’ ability to pay,”
Hawks said. “I can assure you that
keeping the pledge for zero tuition
increase is a very high priority in
the Senate.”
When the House restarts debate
on the six new budget bills later

this week, up to $250 million
could be shaved off the governor’s
original budget plan.
House Majority Leader Michael
Lange, R-Billings, instrumental in
the budget dismantling, said that
tuition relief would not be cut,
saying that the higher education
budget “should be fine.”
Republicans in the House also
proposed their own bill aimed at
tuition relief.
A bill proposed by Lange would
aim to cut tuition by giving the
university system’s budget $500
per resident student. This amount
could not exceed $26.8 million.
Schweitzer
and
many
Democrats saw Lange’s proposal,
HB 194, as a competitor to the
governor’s plan and tied the bill
up with a 50-50 vote in the House.
“The bottom line is they proposed a competitive (bill),”
Schweitzer said. “Also, (the
Republicans) made no deal, no
handshake and no discussion with
the Board of Regents.”

k iosk

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out
any money.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: Reading glasses in black case, left in Urey
Lecture Hall on 2/13/07. Please call 721-3775, Lori

LOST: Women's wool hunter-green P-coat. Kenneth
Cole size 2. Lost at Charlie B's or Loft. Call 512-6165046
LOST: Pocket Knife on 2/14/07 around or near Natural
Science Building. Knife has wooden handle are sidingblade has curve. If found please call 406-212-9984
FOUND: Snowflake earring in health science bldg.
243-4433

FOUND: Ring in woman's restroom, health sciences
bldg. Describe. 243-4433
FOUND: Pink glove in health sciences bldg. Describe
243-4433
FOUND: Pair of gloves in HS104 weeks ago. 243-4433

Erickson echoed the governor’s
sentiments saying that he voted
against the bill because “it was
unclear if it was a substitute or
addition” to the governor’s budget
plan.
Despite the bill apparently
being “in limbo” at the moment,
Lange remains optimistic about its
future. “HB 194 bill is far from
dead,” he said.
“The bill is not, and never has
been, in competition with the governor’s (tuition freeze) proposal,”
Lange said. “Perhaps Rep.
Erickson and the governor just
don’t trust me, or maybe the governor just won’t commit to actually lowering tuition, which is much
better than simply freezing it.
“At the right time, I will place
HB 194 back on the agenda for
another vote, and we’ll see what
happens then,” Lange said.
For the time being the governor’s proposal is tabled in committee and Republicans are still
writing their new six-part budget
plan.
Schweitzer said he is waiting
for the bill containing the tuition
freeze to pass so he can sign it into
law, but is “concerned about the
pace” at which this legislative session is moving.
“Right now I just sit on this
floor, eat sunflower seeds, pet my
dog and whistle a tune,” he said
and began whistling the Jeopardy
theme music.

FOUND: Set of bike lock keys near Think Tank. Call to
identify, Emily 531-4485
FOUND: Necklace, in Fine Arts, University Theatre,
Friday evening, Feb 16th. Call x6451 to id.
PERSONALS

Counseling and Psychological Services Here when you
need us. 243-4711

HELP WANTED
WANTED

We pay up to 75
Www.GetPaidToThink.com

dollars

per

survey.

On-Call, Part-time Aide needed at children's shelter.
Please call 549-0058 to inquire.
Help Wanted: Poker Dealer call Wendy 549-4368

Winter/Spring Positions Available! Earn up to $150 per
day! Exp not Required Undercover shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining establishments. Call 800901-9370

WORK ONLINE AT HOME. 23 people needed immediately. Earn PT/FT income Apply FREE online and get
started! 800-807-5176 www.wahusa.com Earn Ad
Code 9059
Missoula County Public Schools is recruiting for HIGH
SCHOOL ASSISTANT COACHES FOR TRACK, TENNIS,
AND FOOTBALL. Please visit the District website for
positions available. Complete and submit the extracurricular application available at the Personnel
Office at 215 S 6th St W or printable from the District
website. www.mcps.k12.mt.us EEO Employer
Professor looking for in-home, p/t childcare for 1 1/2
year-old child thru the summer. CPR training req'd.
Email
resume
w/references
to
michelle_mudd@msn.com or call 728-5977.

E-mail CLASSIFIED ADS To: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu

MONTANA KAIMIN
BUSINESS STAFF:

AD REPRESENTATIVES
JOSH FRICKLE
SIERRA MANFRE
DANA SHEEHAN

PRODUCTION

ASHLEY SCHROEDER

MONTANA KAIMIN
Thursday, February 22, 2007

More UM students taking
more credits this spring
While the enrollment head
count at the University of
Montana is up by 24 to 13,309
students, those students are taking
more credits.
Although enrollment at UM for
the current semester is up from
last spring, it did not meet its projections for full-time-equivalent
students.
UM uses the FTE number for
budgetary purposes.
According to a news release,
UM counted 13,309 students, up

24 from last spring; and 11,398
FTEs, up 302 from last spring’s
FTEs. That means that while actual enrollment has not seen a significant increase, many students
are taking more credits.
In a statement released Tuesday,
UM President George Dennison
partially attributed the increase to
winter session classes now counting for the spring semester’s flat
spot.
– Montana Kaimin

PATHOLOGY

getting the program up and running would be about $650,000.
Evans said the start-up costs
would run in the neighborhood of
$800,000.
UM also has existing infrastructure left in place from the earlier
program. It can be used for the
clinical training of speech pathologists, Evans said.
The leftover infrastructure from
the previous program is a few
observation and treatment rooms
in Curry Health Center. It is now
used as offices and as a language
and literacy clinic for kids.
The spiffed-up Curry facility
and the new trainees working in it
will make speech pathologists
available to the public, Hart
Paulson said.
“Communication is really at the
heart of humanity,” Evans said.
“Part of the mission of a state university is to serve the needs of the
people.”

Continued from Page 1
30 unfilled positions in Montana,”
Hart Paulson said. “There is a
huge need.”
While much of this need affects
children, baby boomers, too, are
increasingly fueling the need. As
boomers age, speech problems,
often a result of strokes, will
increase the demand for this specialty, Evans said.
Even with the current financial
woes of higher education, both
Dennison and Evans have said the
new degrees should be prioritized.
And because UM will offer a
bachelor’s degree this time
around, they hope the undergraduate tuition will offset future costs.
“If we put it in place, we will
sustain it,” Dennison said.
Dennison estimates the cost of

K A I M I N C LA S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin runs classifieds four days a week. Prepayment is required. Classifieds may be placed
at Journalism 206 or via FAX: (406)243-5475, email: classifieds@kaimin.umt.edu or call 243-6541.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$.90 per 5-word line/day

R A T E S Off Campus
$1 per 5-word line/day

LOST AND FOUND: The Kaimin runs classified ads for lost or found items free of charge.
They can be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
YMCA AQUATICS, PT winter & spring positions. M-F
from 1-3 p.m. preferred. All ages teaching & guarding. Certs required. Must be team player. Pick up
application at 3000 Russell. No phone calls. Closes
2/27/07.

SERVICES
SERVICES

Wild Fire Training 543-0013

FOR SALE

Spring Break Ticket to Puerto Vallarta from Missoula.
Call AAA Travel at 829-5507.

SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE AT HIDE & SOLE- DOWNTOWN.
10% -70% Off…ALL FOOT WEAR AND ALL LEATHER
GOODS - EVERYTHING IN THE STORE FOR OUR ANNUAL PRESIDENT'S SALE…Thru Feb 28th. Dansko, Keen,
Birkenstock, Haflinger, Belts, Purses, Wallets, Hats,
Sheepskin Boots, Slippers and Much More!

AUTOMOTIVE
AUTOMOTIVE

1992 Ford Explorer GOOD condition. $5000 OBO Call
Sara at 544-0775

FOR RENT

Weekend Cabins: 30 min. from Missoula. $44$66/NIGHT. ROCK CREEK CABINS 251-6611

3 Bed, 2 Bath House for Rent at 1320 Eaton. $900/mo
+ utilities. Great place: private landlord. Call Tom
240-0709.

MISCELLANEOUS

Recapturing
the
1st
Century
www.MontanaHouseChurches.com

Church
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